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I would like to wish the A.I. DuPont High 

School Tiger Marching Band the best of luck 
in this exciting period of preparation for the 
upcoming Rose Parade. The hard work and 
dedication put forth by all of those involved is 
truly commendable and I can think of no band 
more capable of representing Delaware at the 
Rose Parade this January. 

f 

CREDIBILITY OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, next week I will 
be traveling to New York City as a Congres-
sional Delegate to the United Nations General 
Assembly. It’s no secret, Mr. Speaker, that I 
believe the United Nations has a lot to do in 
order to restore the trust of the American peo-
ple. 

Since its inception, one of the primary ob-
jectives of the United Nations has been to pro-
tect and advance fundamental human rights 
around the world. It’s a noble cause. Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Speaker, in my view, this goal has 
been tarnished by the problem of corruption, 
hypocrisy, and an unapologetic bias against 
the state of Israel. This kind of behavior is un-
acceptable and the United Nations must be 
held accountable. 

We all know about the fraud, mismanage-
ment, and abuse prevalent in the Oil-for-Food 
program. The program was established to 
bring humanitarian relief to the people of Iraq 
and it fell victim to despicable corruption by 
U.N. officials. Yet, since the scandal was first 
discovered and reports were issued, little has 
been done by the United Nations to ensure re-
form. 

The Human Rights Council was established 
in 2006, to replace the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission which had become so discredited 
that Secretary-General Kofi Annan admitted, 
‘‘the declining credibility [of the Commission] 
has cast a shadow on the reputation of the 
United Nations system as a whole . . . .’’ The 
mission of the Commission—not to mention 
the United Nations as a whole—was ques-
tioned by the election of some of the world’s 
worse human rights abusers to serve as mem-
bers of the Commission. The record of the 
new Human Rights Council is dismally better; 
of the 47 members only 25 were considered 
‘‘free’’ states. 

This Council has also demonstrated a 
strong bias against Israel. In the first year of 
its operations, more than 70 percent of the 
country-specific resolutions were on Israel. 
This disproportionate focus on Israel and dis-
regard for holding major human rights violators 
across the world accountable cannot be toler-
ated. It goes against the most basic, funda-
mental principles of the U.N. 

I appreciate the mission of the United Na-
tions, Mr. Speaker, but I’m concerned about 
the way it’s being carried out. The U.N. has 
got to take reform seriously if they plan on 
gaining the support of the American people. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

CONGRATULATING THE FORTY 
FORT MEETING HOUSE ON THE 
OCCASION OF ITS 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to the Forty Fort Meeting House which is cele-
brating its 200th anniversary as a place for 
citizens to congregate for the purpose of wor-
shipping God and serving their communities. 

A national historic landmark, the Forty Fort 
Meeting House, located in the Wyoming Valley 
of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, is the oldest 
existing house of worship in northeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

Two hundred years ago, the colonists 
viewed the discussion of religion and politics 
as fundamental to the success and prosperity 
of their community and they created an institu-
tion strictly for that purpose—the meeting 
house. 

The origins of the Forty Fort Meeting House 
are rooted in colonial New England where 
members of the local community gathered in-
side plain wooden structures twice on Sunday 
to worship and during the midweek to discuss 
community affairs and elect local officials. 

The Forty Fort Meeting House served as a 
place of worship until 1837 when the Pres-
byterians and Methodists built their own 
churches, leaving the Meeting House and ad-
joining cemetery to become neglected. 

In 1860, the Forty Fort Cemetery Associa-
tion was established and with it came a re-
newed sense of responsibility for stewardship 
of the Meeting House. William Swetland, the 
association’s first president, replaced the roof, 
painted the exterior and repaired the fence. 
For the next 130 years, the structure received 
only cosmetic repairs to the exterior. 

Today, efforts are underway to restore the 
structure through an endowment project that 
seeks to raise funds for the work and to con-
tinue preservation well into the future. 

The Forty Fort Meeting House stands as a 
legacy to the spiritual fortitude, fierce deter-
mination and moral courage of the Con-
necticut Yankees who settled the Wyoming 
Valley. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating the 200th anniversary of the Forty Fort 
Meeting House and in urging citizens from 
throughout the region to support the ongoing 
preservation project fund raiser to insure that 
a vital part of our Nation’s past remains intact 
so future generations can appreciate how their 
ancestors laid the foundation for our present 
great society. 
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TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT AL LEWIS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Sergeant Al Lewis on his retire-
ment from the City of Newark, California, after 
serving over 29 years as a police officer and 

sergeant and 31 years as a member of the 
Newark Police Department. 

Sergeant Lewis began his career with the 
Newark Police Department as a reserve police 
officer in January 1976 and served in this ca-
pacity until his promotion to the rank of police 
officer in January 1978. He was selected as 
the department’s first school resource officer 
in 1988 and was promoted to the rank of ser-
geant in February 1991. 

Sergeant Lewis was most recently assigned 
to the Patrol Division, but has also served as 
a range instructor and supervised the K9 unit. 
His passion has been the police K9 program, 
which he is responsible for bringing back to 
the department. 

He has also held numerous specialized as-
signments during his tenure including patrol 
officer, traffic officer, property detective, field 
training officer, weaponless defense instructor, 
police reserve officer program coordinator, 
substitute DARE instructor, member of the ac-
cident review board, SWAT member, SWAT 
leader, SWAT sniper, SWAT sergeant, liaison 
to the Newark communications volunteers, 
member of C.O.P.P.S. design team, and act-
ing lieutenant for the detective division. 

Sergeant Lewis has been a key member of 
the Citizen Police Academy teaching staff, 
covering many of the courses taught during 
the annual 10-week class. He has earned the 
Reserve Police Officer of the Year award in 
1976 and the Police Officer of the Year award 
in 1982. In addition, he has also received nu-
merous other department awards throughout 
his career. 

I join the Newark Police Department in 
thanking Sergeant Al Lewis for his years of 
service and commitment to the City of Newark 
and the community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce H.R. ll which includes 
‘‘new construction’’ as qualified restaurant 
property to take advantage of the reduction 
from 391⁄2 years to 15 years for depreciation. 
H.R. ll also makes permanent the already 
existing 15-year depreciation for improvements 
to restaurant property. 

Madam Speaker, depreciation schedules for 
commercial real estate have not been signifi-
cantly revised since they were established. 
Currently, commercial real estate generally 
has a 391⁄2-year depreciable life for the origi-
nal building and for any subsequent renova-
tions or improvements to the building. 
Changes have been made in recent years to 
allow certain industries that directly compete 
with restaurants to benefit from shorter sched-
ules. These schedules range from seven 
years for food outlets located in amusement 
parks to 15 years for those in gas stations and 
convenience stores. This favorable deprecia-
tion schedule has allowed convenience stores 
to expand and improve their foodservice op-
tions. 

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 
established that restaurants could depreciate 
qualified restaurant building improvement 
costs over 15 years for property in place by 
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the end of 2005. Just as it had intended, this 
provision spurred a tremendous amount of 
economic activity in both the restaurant indus-
try and the overall economy. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, the restaurant industry 
spent more than $7.4 billion on new structures 
and building improvements in 2005—a 42 per-
cent increase over the $5.2 billion spent in 
2004. The additional spending—fueled by a 
shorter depreciation schedule—created thou-
sands of jobs in construction-related industries 
across the country. However, while enhanced 
depreciation for new restaurant construction 
was originally included in this legislation, it 
was subsequently removed for reasons that 
remain uncertain; thus only leasehold and res-
taurant improvements were included in the 
final package. 

The Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 
extended the existing combined qualified 
leasehold and restaurant improvement provi-
sion for costs incurred through the end of 
2007. These provisions do not cover new res-
taurant construction in stand-alone buildings 
but only apply to restaurants leasing space 
within larger commercial buildings, and to im-
provements to existing restaurant structures. 

Because the depreciation changes that have 
been made in the past do not apply to stand- 
alone/owner occupied buildings, a significant 
sector of retail businesses is at a distinct eco-
nomic disadvantage, as they must continue to 
depreciate their buildings, and any improve-
ments made to them, over a 391⁄2-year sched-
ule. This recovery period is particularly oner-
ous for the restaurant industry because most 
restaurants remodel and update their building 
structures every 6 to 8 years—a much shorter 
timeframe than is reflected in the current de-
preciation schedule. Each periodic improve-
ment must in turn be depreciated over its own 
391⁄2-year schedule, resulting in concurrent 
depreciable lives. This ‘‘layering’’ in turn yields 
an actual net tax value in excess of the res-
taurant’s fair market value. 

Restaurants must constantly make changes 
to keep up with the daily structural and cos-
metic wear and tear caused by customers and 
employees. On any given day, nearly half of 
all American adults are patrons of the res-
taurant industry. Restaurants get more cus-
tomer traffic and are open longer than other 
commercial businesses. This heavy use accel-
erates deterioration of a restaurant building’s 
entrance, lobbies, flooring, restrooms, and in-
terior walls. Restaurant built structures there-
fore experience more wear and tear unlike 
that borne by any other types of buildings in 
the retail industry. 

These renovations and structural improve-
ments made to restaurants every 6 to 8 years 
come at an average cost of $250,000 to 
$400,000. This year alone the restaurant in-
dustry is expected to spend in excess of $5.5 
billion on capital expenditures for building con-
struction and renovations. The restaurant in-
dustry is projected to spend over $70 billion 
over the next 10 years for building construc-
tion and renovations. These expenditures in 
turn have a significant economic impact on the 
construction industry, with whose members 
restaurants contract to perform the new con-
struction and renovations. According to the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, every dollar 
spent in the construction industry generates 
an additional $2.39 in spending in the rest of 
the economy, while every $1 million spent in 
the construction industry creates more than 28 
jobs in the overall economy. 

Madam Speaker, it is time to equalize the 
depreciation schedules for new construction 
with those for combined qualified leasehold 
and restaurant improvements to make tax pol-
icy in this area more uniform, consistent, and 
fair. H.R.l will accomplish this, and put new 
restaurant construction on a par with lease-
hold and improvements with regard to depre-
ciation. H.R.l helps a service industry—one 
that will provide work for approximately 12.8 
million people in the United States in 2007. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JIMMY DALE 
SPOONEYBARGER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Jimmy Dale 
Spooneybarger for 30 years of service in law 
enforcement. Through his dedication and self-
less sacrifice, Jimmy has contributed much to 
the efforts of working to keep our country a 
safer place. 

While born in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania in 
1950, Jimmy Dale Spooneybarger spent the 
majority of his childhood in Niceville, Florida. 
Graduating from Niceville High School, Jimmy 
pursued a degree in Law Enforcement from 
the University of West Florida. Upon comple-
tion, he joined the local law enforcement com-
munity as a police officer in Pensacola, Flor-
ida. In 1977, Jimmy’s career relocated to the 
West Coast, where he served as a U.S. Bor-
der Patrol Agent in San Diego. 

Throughout his career in law enforcement, 
Jimmy’s passion for music only grew. As a 
professional musician, Jimmy has served as 
the Bivocational Minister of Music in five 
churches, including the First Baptist Church of 
Gulf Breeze, where he continues to serve 
today. 

Jimmy Dale Spooneybarger has proudly 
served the law enforcement and church com-
munity through his leadership and passion. 
But he is also a dedicated husband, loving fa-
ther and grandfather. Northwest Florida is truly 
honored to have him as one of her own. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, it is a great honor for me to 
recognize Jimmy Dale Spooneybarger for his 
continued service to Northwest Florida and 
this great Nation. 

f 

MANO JAMES TORTA 

HON. JOHN CAMPBELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Mano James 
Torta. Mr. Torta was tragically killed on March 
30, 2007, when he was hit by a drunk-driver 
while crossing the street in front of his apart-
ment building. Mr. Torta was on the way to 
meet his wife, Lorraine, for dinner. 

Madam Speaker, my thoughts and prayers 
go out to Lorraine, and the rest of the Torta 
family, including his son James and his two 
daughters, Kimberly and Christine, Christine’s 
husband Peter and their daughter, his grand-

daughter, Caitlin. At the same time, I wanted 
to take this opportunity to share with my col-
leagues some comments written about Mr. 
Torta by his son. 

For those of you who were not fortunate 
enough to know my father well, it may be 
difficult for you to understand what kind of 
man my father was—as my father was not 
like other men. 

My father, first and foremost, was a man 
filled with love. He loved my mother—com-
pletely, honestly, selflessly—for more than 
thirty-five years. I cannot even begin to de-
scribe the depth and beauty of their love. 
Many men, on their passing, are described as 
‘‘devoted husbands’’—but I cannot imagine a 
man more devoted to his wife. His love for 
her—and hers for him—was a love that tran-
scends words. He lived for her—truly, truly— 
lived for her. How many husbands can make 
such a claim? He lived to make her smile, to 
make her laugh, to make her happy. She was 
more than his wife—she was his heart, his 
love, his life. She was everything to him. 
There are so many stories that I could tell 
you—beautiful stories about my mom and 
dad that would make you believe, really be-
lieve—in ‘‘true love.’’ For their’s was the 
truest of love, and they spent their lives de-
voting themselves to each other. But instead 
of telling you a story, I want to give you an 
image—a simple image, for their’s was a sim-
ple love. I want you to imagine my father 
and mother sitting at their kitchen table, 
taking tea together, talking and laughing 
about what had happened on that particular 
day. Then my father would smile wide and 
say that he had a surprise for her—for he was 
always surprising her with some sort of 
treat—and he would go to some nook in a 
cabinet and bring out some mint milano 
cookies that he had bought earlier in the day 
and hidden away so that, at this moment, he 
could make her even happier than she was. 
That was their love, the kind of love that 
showed itself in every minute of every day, 
the simple and pure kind of love—sitting to-
gether, laughing, sharing, wanting only each 
other’s company. After thirty-five years 
their love was something more than what 
they shared—it was who they were. How 
many people are blessed with such wondrous 
simplicity? And how can I even begin to tell 
you how much my father loved his family? 

My father would often tell me how proud 
he was to have me as a son—but I was even 
more proud to have him as my father. I like 
to tell stories about him to my students— 
how he worked for thirty-five years at a post 
office to support his family, working long 
hours and sometimes more than one job to 
send all three of his children to college and 
to make sure than they all had the opportu-
nities in life that he never had. I would tell 
them about how he would try to give me the 
last dollar he had in his wallet, how he would 
always make time for us to talk or play 
catch in the backyard even when he was ex-
hausted from a long night at work, how he 
gave everything he had to his family. But 
again, words cannot tell the story of my fa-
ther’s love for his family. If only you could 
have seen how gently he picked us up when 
we fell down and scraped our knees, how se-
curely he held us in his arms when we cried, 
how he held our hands when we were sick. It 
is often said that you never know what you 
have until it is gone, but my sisters and I 
knew how lucky we were. It was impossible 
not to know what a good father my dad was. 
We depended so much on him and he never, 
never, let us down. He always wanted to give 
us more, help us more, and spend more time 
with us. We would give anything to spend 
more time with him now. 
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